
Collection Development  
Purpose: Define and describe the collections of materials as they contribute to the improvement and 

extension of quality library service to all area residents. This policy governs the selection of materials for 

all ages. 

 

GOALS of MATERIALS SELECTION 

Lowville Free Library seeks to build a collection that:  

 Maintains a well-balanced and broad collection of materials for information, reference, and 

self-study;  

 Supports the democratic process by providing materials for the education and 

enlightenment of the community;  

 Provides recreational resources.  

 

DEFINITIONS 

Selection refers to the decision that must be made either to add material to the collection or to retain 

material already in the collection. 

Materials may include but are not limited to: books, newspapers and periodicals, audio recordings, and 

video recordings.  

 

SUPPORT of STATEMENTS  

Lowville Free Library supports the following statements from the American Library Association: Library 

Bill of Rights, Freedom to Read, and Freedom to View, which are included in the Appendices of this 

manual.  

 

RESPONSIBILITY for SELECTION 

The responsibility for materials selection lies with the Library Director, who operates within a framework 

determined by the board of trustees, including policies, plan of service, budget, and other guidance. The 

library director may delegate day-to-day decisions about selection of materials to the assistant director. 

Library staff and the general public may make recommendations.  

 

GENERAL PRINCIPLES 

Lowville Free Library will provide materials that help meet its collection goals.  



Materials selected should be chosen for values of interest, information, and enlightenment of members 

of the community. In no case should any book be excluded because of the race, nationality, gender or 

sexual orientation, political, and/or religious views of the author.  

Responsibility for the reading of children rests with their parents or legal guardians. Selection should not 

be inhibited by the possibility that materials may inadvertently come into the possession of children. 

There should be the fullest practicable provisions of material presenting all points of view concerning 

the problems and issues of our times. Materials should not be proscribed or removed from library 

shelves because of partisan or doctrinal disapproval. 

Materials with an emphasis on sex or containing profane language should not be automatically rejected. 

Selection should be made on the stated goals and principles.  

The library will not attempt to furnish textbooks or formal study materials needed for courses of study 

offered by secondary schools or institutions of higher learning. The public library has materials for self-

study, but is not primarily designed to furnish required reading for academic study.  

All materials will be available for patrons to borrow, except those that are in special demand and cannot 

be duplicated, including, but not limited to, rare and fragile items and reference materials.  

 

CRITERIA for SELECTION 

 Popular demand, contemporary significance, or permanent value  

 Accuracy  

 Authority of the author  

 Relation of the work to the existing collection  

 Price, format, and ease of use  

 Scarcity of information in the subject area  

 Availability of material elsewhere in the library system  

 Critical and popular reviews 

 

MAINTENANCE of the COLLECTION 

Weeding of the collection is a form of selection. Weeding is a thorough and conscientious effort to 

achieve a well-balanced collection and should be a continuous, consistent process. Factors to consider, 

in addition to the above criteria, are: 

 Physical condition of the book  

 Circulation of material not judged to be of lasting or enduring value  

 Material containing subject matter no longer of current interest  

 Multiple copies of titles no longer in demand  

 Old editions replaced by later editions or revisions  

 Retention of local material and books by local authors  

 



RECONSIDERATION of MATERIALS 

Library patrons may request that the library director reconsider retaining certain materials that they find 

objectionable. The director or the assistant director will ask the patron to fill out a form designed for this 

purpose, a copy of which may be found in the Appendices of this manual. The completed form outlining 

the patron’s concerns will be brought to the attention of the Board of Trustees at their next regularly 

scheduled meeting. The response to the reconsideration request will be made to the patron. 
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